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labour.... I had been begging all that day*, paid ninepence a week for
'lodging... in a sort of room where there was a sort of bed', which she
shared with a woman who carried about chips to sell and paid sixpence
a week for lodging.83
The garret, the traditional lodging of the bookseller's hack, or
garreteer, marks a step upwards in the social scale, though garrets were
often mere shelters under the tiles. John Elliott, the young apothecary
who made a sensation by firing pistols at Alderman Boydell's niece,
lodged in a small garret at two guineas a year. It had no fireplace or
window, only a skylight. He slept on a mattress on a sliding board.84
The garret where the milkmaid duns Hogarth's distressed poet was
comparatively a pleasant place.
A large proportion of the poorer classes in London lived in ready-
furnished rooms, paying a weekly rent. The custom was by no means
confined to the poorer sort; there were furnished lodgings for all classes
and the letting of lodgings was a great industry,85 besides being, as
Adam Smith pointed out, a by-industry of London shopkeepers. The
surprising thing is that so many working people should have lived in
furnished rooms. Most of the poorer parishes in London in their
application for local Acts to regulate their poor lay stress on the diffi-
culty in collecting rates owing to the number of houses let out in
'ready-furnished tenements' and the temporary nature of the tenancies.
For instance in 1772 the parish of St Botolph Aldgate gave evidence that
there were 555 houses in the parish let at under £10 a year (chiefly in
tenements) and (according to another witness) 500 were let as tenements
ready-furnished.86 There is an enormous number of cases in the Old
Bailey Sessions Papers in which the weekly tenant of a furnished room
is prosecuted for pawning the furniture.
The standard rent of a London artisan before the great rise in prices
after 1795 seems to have been 25. 6d. a week. The rent of a furnished
room in a poor district appears to have varied from 2S. to 33.6d. (cellars
and garrets were often cheaper) with a tendency to rise as the century
went on. The budget of an unmarried clerk in a public office at £50 a
year, according to a pamphlet of 1767 to show the pressure of high
prices on those with fixed incomes 'in a middling station', includes a
rent of 2s. 6d, a week. For this he gets a furnished room *two pair of
stairs forwards in Grub Street, Golden Lane, Moor Lane, Fee Lane,

